March 16 CDC Resources for Large Community Events &
Mass Gatherings

COVID-19 (novel coronavirus official name), data,
reports, and guidance via CDC and WHO
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Threat Assessment

Plan, prepare, and respond to coronavirus disease 2019

Guidance as of 3/15/2020

Large events and mass gatherings can contribute to the spread of COVID-19 in the United States via travelers who attend
these events and introduce the virus to new communities. Examples of large events and mass gatherings include
conferences, festivals, parades, concerts, sporting events, weddings, and other types of assemblies. These events can be
planned not only by organizations and communities but also by individuals.

Therefore, CDC, in accordance with its guidance for large events and mass gatherings, recommends that for the next 8
weeks, organizers (whether groups or individuals) cancel or postpone in-person events that consist of 50 people or more
throughout the United States.

Events of any size should only be continued if they can be carried out with adherence to guidelines for protecting vulnerable
populations, hand hygiene, and social distancing. When feasible, organizers could modify events to be virtual.

This recommendation does not apply to the day to day operation of organizations such as schoals, institutes of higher
learning, or businesses. This recommendation is made in an attempt to reduce introduction of the virus into new
communities and to slow the spread of infection in communities already affected by the virus. This recommendation is not
intended to supersede the advice of local public health officials.
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Action Steps:

1. It is recommended to close off areas used by the ill persons and wait as long as practical before beginning cleaning and
disinfection to minimize potential for exposure to respiratory droplets. Open outside doors and windows to increase air
circulation in the area. If possible, wait up to 24 hours before beginning cleaning and disinfection.

2. In areas where ill persons are being housed in isolation, follow Interim Guidance for Environmental Cleaning and
Disinfection for U.S. Households with Suspected or Confirmed Coronavirus Disease 2019. This includes focusing on
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cleaning and disinfecting common areas where staff/others providing services may come into contact with ill persons, but
reducing cleaning and disinfection of bedrooms/bathrooms used by ill persons to as needed.

3. For disinfection, diluted household bleach solutions, alcohol solutions with at least 70% alcohol, and most common EPA-
registered household disinfectants should be effective.

e Diluted household bleach solutions can be used if appropriate for the surface. Follow manufacturer’s instructions for
application and proper ventilation. Check to ensure the product is not past its expiration date. Never mix household
bleach with ammonia or any other cleanser. Unexpired household bleach will be effective against coronaviruses
when properly diluted.
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MESH does not assume any liability for the content, materials, information, and opinions provided within this communication. Further, MESH
disclaims any liability resulting from use of any content within this communication. Information contained in this communication is provided "as is,"
with all faults. Neither MESH, nor any person associated with MESH, makes any warranty or representation with respect to the quality, accuracy, or
availability of this information. Weather forecast information appears pursuant to a license from AccuWeather GlobalTM by Telemet, Inc.
MESH serves as the designated Medical Multi-Agency Coordination Center for Marion County, Indiana. The MESH Intelligence Program is a joint-
effort between the City of Indianapolis, Division of Homeland Security, the Marion County Public Health Department and the Indiana Department of
Homeland Security designed to provide real-time information and support to the healthcare sector in the Indianapolis area. Assistance with info or
questions at: Office phone: 317.630.7363, Pager: 317.310.6762, Email: MESHintel@meshcoalition.org
To sign up for MESH Coalition Daily Situational Awareness Briefs, subscribe at the bottom of our homepage at meshcoalition.org
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