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Women Building Futures announces Family of Endowed Funds
Funds will support women in their journey to obtain careers in the trades.

(Edmonton, Alberta, May 24, 2017) - Women Building Futures (WBF) is pleased to announce the establishment of the
WBF Family of Endowed Funds, the first in the organization’s history. The new endowment fund will support WBF in its
mission to create positive economic change for women wishing to explore, pursue and/or advance in trade careers.
Ms. Archer is establishing the JudyLynn Archer Fund with a generous donation of $100,000, marking the largest single
personal donation received by the organization to date, and it will be used to help women enrolled in WBF programs
with tuition expenses and obtaining affordable housing. The JudyLynn Archer Fund is the first in the WBF Family of
Endowed Funds.
“I am establishing this fund in memory of my great-aunt Bertha McCarren who once said to me when I was feeling
unsure about my future, ‘Oh stop crying. You can do anything you set your mind to’ (my great-aunt was a homesteader;
she didn’t suffer fools gladly),” said JudyLynn. “Throughout the years at Women Building Futures, I witnessed miracles
that women achieved when they set their minds to it. I learned that what my great-aunt had said was, in fact, true. This
endowment fund is my way of honouring her by paying it forward.”
Upon JudyLynn’s announcement of the WBF Family of Endowed Funds on May 11, North West Refining and Canadian
Natural Resources Limited (long-time WBF partners) immediately stepped up to contribute matching donations of
$100,000 each.
“This endowment, conceived by our founding President and CEO JudyLynn Archer, is simply incredible,” said Kathy
Kimpton, President and CEO of WBF. “Even after her retirement, JudyLynn continues to demonstrate her unwavering
commitment to Women Building Futures, to our mission and to the numerous women we serve. Donations of this
magnitude don’t happen every day and, while the dollar value is significant, the impact this endowment will make in the
lives of so many women and their families is truly immeasurable.”
The video of the announcement can be seen at https://youtu.be/c_40zt768ik
About Women Building Futures
WBF is Alberta’s premier destination for women who want to discover, pursue and advance in a career in trades. A
Social Purpose Organization and registered charity, WBF is valued for its uncompromising approach to meeting the
needs of women and industry by recruiting the right people, providing them with the right training and matching them
with the right employer. WBF offers women pre-trades competency-based training in welding, steamfitting/pipefitting,
plumbing, sheet metal, carpentry and electrical, and heavy equipment operator training at the Edmonton, Alberta
training centre. WBF has quickly become the go-to place for women interested in a career in the construction trades and
for companies wishing to diversify their workforce. For more information, visit www.womenbuildingfutures.com
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Quick Facts
•

JudyLynn Archer kick-starts WBF Family of Endowed Funds with a personal donation of $100,000.

•

North West Refining and Canadian Natural Resources Limited immediately step up to contribute $100,000 each
to the new JudyLynn Archer Endowment Fund.

•

The fund will remain open for future contributions from industry and beyond.

•

The video of the announcement can be seen at https://youtu.be/c_40zt768ik

•

Women Building Futures empowers women to become economically prosperous in careers in trades and
occupations where women are under-represented.

•

Women Building Futures operates the WBF Training and Housing Centre, the first of its kind in Canada.

•

Women Building Futures partners with over 300 employers to create diverse, innovative and productive
workforces with qualified working women.

•

WBF grads experience an average of 132% increase in their income after completing a WBF program.

•

Women are 50.7% of the workforce, but only 4-6% of the construction workforce in Canada. Of WBF grads…
•

92% find work in their field.

•

83% are registered as apprentices in their first year.

•

34% are Indigenous women.

